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A second objection may be that people would not accept
compulsory service, and that any attempt to enforce it
would cause widespread unrest and opposition. If this
were really so compulsion would defeat its goal which,
after all, is to increase voluntary effort after the men
return to the villages. Much would depend on how the
scheme was presented. It would have to be fully and care-
fully explained, and the advice and co-operation of native
authorities and the educated minority (if any) sought. The
works to be undertaken should be approved, and preferably
selected by the people's representatives, and compulsion
would only need to be applied to small recalcitrant minori-
ties. These measures, properly and sympathetically carried
out, would go far to remove any possible causes of unrest.
Moreover, the idea that young men should give compulsory
service to the community is not foreign to African thought,
although unfortunately the tendency since Partition has
been to discourage it, and to substitute money payments
for it.
However, it is quite possible that opposition could be
expected from young men of the educated class who might
resent sharing compulsory service with illiterates.1 Al-
though tfreir numbers are small they have great influence
because of their education, and it is largely with their help
that community education must go forward. Their co-
operation is essential and it might be obtained by assisting
them to understand how their own future prosperity and
political future are closely linked with the growth of pros-
perity in rural areas.
How can this be done? There is the difficulty that even
1 It is worth noting that as a result of frequent discussions on the
problems presented in this book and in Part I, many of my students
have argued justification for a much greater degree of compulsion
than has been suggested above. They take the line that until people
can be properly educated to understand their problems government is
criminally negligent if it fails to protect the people, even in spite of
themselves, against the results of their ignorance.